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state, big sky + basketball
bmriH, OulCKNESS ADD hi' i 0 
GRIZZLY BASKETBALL PROGRAM 
WITH SIGNING OF 7 RECRUITS 
guffey/pas
MISSOULA—
Basketball recruiting at the University of Montana is now completed, and 
head coach Mike Montgomery thinks overall team speed, quickness and depth are 
the main ingredients which will add to the 19 79—80 program.
"We are pleased with our recruiting year," said the second-year coat 
guided UM to a playoff berth last season. "But, as usual," he noted, "anytime 
you recruit primarily freshmen, you won’t know what effect they’ll have on your 
program for a year or two. All have the potential to be excellent basketball 
players. It depends on how much work they want to put in, how quickly they eari 
adjust to major college basketball, and how fast they learn our system at the 
University of Montana."
Montgomery said he was pleased with the job done by Grizzly basketball 
assistant coaches Stew MorriI I and Scott Hoilenbeck.
"Stew and Scott did an excellent job of identifying prospective studerv- 
athletes, making the initial contact, and creating an interest In our program," 
he said. "All of the kids we’ve signed are the type of individuals we like to 
have in our program. Not only do they possess the necessary skills to compete at 
this level, but they also fit into the team concept we have at the University."
"We have a nucleus of good returning players, so our recruiting priori hes 
were not necessarily for immediate help as much as to strengthen our over a I! 
program. The exception would be Greg Crutcher (from Cincinnati Tech in Ohio) 
who is our only J.C. transfer and has the ability to play both big guard and 
forward."
-more over-
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Montgomery also noted the two players he brought into the program last year 
will add considerable depth to the team. "We should bear the fruit of last 
year's recruiting effort as Tim Knight and Craig Larsen come off redshiri years, 
he said. "They are being counted on for a great deal of playing time."
Team speed and quickness were Montgomery’s priorities this season in recruiting, 
and both areas have been given a good boost.
"One of our priorities in recruiting was to upgrade our quickness. This will 
enable us to emphasize our defense and run the break more effectively."
"The entire program will benefit with the addition of our new players. It 
gives us excellent depth and creates an extremely competitive practice situation, 
all of which should help us to be successful."
The Grizzlies seven recruits include:
RON BILLINGS - 6-1, 160, G, from LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL IN TACOMA, WASHINGTON. 
Billings scored 18.2 points per game, 7.5 assists. Set a school and City record 
with 112 assists in 15 games. All-City, team captain and MVP, Washington AAU Team and 
AlI-Star Team.
JIM CALER - 6-5 1/2, 185, F, from BEAR CREEK HIGH IN LAKEWOOD, COLORADO. Caler 
averaged 19.8 points and 10 rebounds a game, and shot 53 percent from the field. 
All-State, MVP of the Jefferson County League, All-Metro and named to the 
Colorado All-Star Team.
GREG CRUTCHER - 6-3, 180, G-F, from CINCINNATI, OHIO. Crutcher scored 17.8 
points per game, making 50 percent of his shots. He averaged 10 rebounds a game, 
and was his school's all time leading scorer.
MARC GLASS - 6-2, 170, G, from BATTLEGROUND HIGH IN BATTLEGROUND, WA. Glass 
scored 25.5 points a game and shot almost 60 percent (59.1) from the field. He 
also averaged 8 rebounds and 6 assists per contest. All-league two years, MVP 
of his league, team MVP and selected to Washington State All-Star team.
-more-
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DAVE JOHNSON, 6-11, 200, from ROWLAND HEIGHTS HIGH, ROWLAND HEIGHTS, CA.
Johnson averaged 15.7 points and 13 rebounds per game, making 53 percent of his field 
goal attempts. Team MVP, All-Sierra League, All-San Gabriel Valley, and was Student 
Body President.
BRIAN MORRIS, 6-6, 175, G, SENTINEL HIGH IN MISSOULA, MT. Morris scored 19.3 
points a game, and averaged 12.7 rebounds. He played all three positions as a prep.
He was first-team All-State. Also, a Converse All-Star selection, team MVP.
GREG POPE, 6-6, 190, F, from SMOKY HILL HIGH IN AURORA, CO. Pope led the 
Centennial League in rebounding, averaging 13 per game. He made 56 percent of his field 
goal attempts and averaged 14.3 points per game. He was all-league and his team's MVP 
the past two seasons.
NOTE: All recruits are freshmen, except Crutcher, who will be a junior.
M
